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Create mutually 

beneficial opportunities 

and partnerships which 

dynamically build the 

capability and capacity 
required for systemic 

long-term change. 

4
Share world-class best 

practice in teaching and 

education policy, design 

and delivery enabling 

young people to 
maximise their potential 

for growth via a range of 

high quality education 

routes.

3
Support economic 

development, growth and 

sustainability by building 

an appropriately skilled 

workforce through 
enhancing skills and 

education in key 

industrial areas.

2
Enable systemic reform 

of innovative education 

systems that meet the 

demands of a global 

economy and ensure that 
no one is left behind.

1
A

M
B

IT
IO

N
S



The growth of 
generative AI and 
other emerging 
technologies are 
integral to the future 
of international 
education and skills 
exports.



90+

6.7bn

120+

8.7m

Did you know?
Awarding bodies 

deliver regulated 

qualifications 

globally

Regulated 

certificates are 

issued across the 

world

Countries being 

supported by UK 

skills approaches

Value of global 

skills delivery 

opportunity to UK 

skills providers



Where to start?



A diverse skills landscape



DBT £1 trn exports target

£35 bn
IES 

Target

600k
IES 

students



Recognition of high-quality skills 
training across borders.

ACCEPT

Including hard to reach 
students.

REACH

Analytics, safeguarding 
and use.

DATA

Value
Enabling high value impact 
outcomes for all.

ECOLOGY
Delivering skills-ecosystem at the 
intersection of generative AI, robotics, 
and key enabling technologies.



DATA

Huge employment opportunities vs skills 
gaps / up-skilling requirements

EU example Deep Tech 1m Talents

Investment in skills-tech up 300%

ASEAN region largest future youth



Reach SDG achievement dealt hammer blow 

Desire to reach all parts of society

Disengagement from formal education

Lifelong learning approaches in focus

SEND using tech a priority



ACCEPT

Differentiation based on quality

Create specialist skills force 
collaborations

Recognition in country and across 
borders – micro credentialling

Contextualisation to local needs



Ecology

Identify & engage priority / strategic 
sectors in country

Connected landscapes with 
destinations of value

Sustainability / PPP – Co-authored

Considerations IP / security etc



VALUE

Celebrate value, volume and reach

Create fact and success sheets

Demonstrate impact via case studies

Doing what it says on the tin

Convert value to business



The right balance

WATCH OUTON THE UP

MARKET SIZE
The education sector is substantial, with the region's education 
market valued at over $100 billion annually. 

COMPETITION
SMEs face competition from established incumbents as well as 
emerging competitors offering similar products and services. 

LEARNERS
These are expected to increase significantly in the coming 
years due to demographic trends and government initiatives

LANGUAGE
SMEs should invest in language capabilities to overcome 
language barriers and build rapport with stakeholders.

DIGITAL GROWTH
The e-learning market is projected to grow at an annual rate of 
over 10%, reaching a value of $7.1 billion by 2025.

IP PROTECTION
SMEs should take proactive steps to safeguard their 
intellectual property assets through patents, trademarks, 
copyrights, and confidentiality agreements.

INVESTMENT
Governments are investing heavily in education infrastructure 
and reform initiatives to enhance the quality and accessibility. 

REGULATION
SMEs should familiarise themselves with local laws, 
regulations, and certification processes governing the 
education sector.



Global Skills Markets

USA

AUSTRALIA

INDIA

BRAZIL

SAUDI ARABIA

CHINA

SOUTH 
AFRICA

EU

UNITED
KINGDOM

ASEAN
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Global AI Markets

CHINA



SAUDI ARABIA



EUROPE
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KINGDOM



HELP & SUPPORT



On paper

• The solution fits the problem

In the market

• The service suits the market

In the bank

• The value generates sustainability 

Sustainable model



Delivering overseas



IADB

CAFADB

EBRD

AfDB
ADB

CDB

World Bank, UN etc…

Kuwait Fund, NGOs, Red Cross,      
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation…

AIIB

Donor banks



https://ukskillspartnership.org.uk/ 

Priority sectors

https://ukskillspartnership.org.uk/


UK expertise

➢Formulate skills policy and regulatory framework

➢Provide careers information, guidance approaches

➢Enable access to improve skills and competency

➢Implement quality assurance and accreditation

➢Enable strong employer engagement processes

➢Develop integrated apprenticeship pathways

➢Build employer-led professional sectoral skills 

➢Develop teaching capability and capacity

➢Provide long term specialist, high impact support



International Education 

Strategy
increase education exports to 
£35billion per year and increasing 
international HE student numbers to at 
least 600,000, both by 2030.

Covers:

Cross Government approach

International Education Champion 

Graduate route post-study work visa

Turing Scheme to support students to study abroad
Chartered professional bodies and SEND
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Expected update in 2025



Our offer

• Co-ordinate formal events and round table 

discussions with foreign governments and UK 

institutions

• Make formal introductions to UK institutions which 

have expressed an interest in a particular market

• Share updated information with UK institutions on a 

country’s regulations and license applications

• Provide information to help understand the UK 

Education system

• Alert UK institutions of formal tender processes 

overseas

• Co-ordinate formal events and round table 

discussions with foreign investors/developers and 

UK institutions

• Make formal introductions to UK institutions looking 

for a partner in a particular market and gain a 

privileged access to the UK supply chain

• Provide information to help understand the UK 

Education system

• Act as a trusted, impartial broker, especially needed 

for checking commercial opportunities

… to governments … to decision-makers

DBT is strategically placed to support both UK organisations and overseas stakeholders to develop 

successful and sustainable long term partnerships

How DBT can help



https://www.great.gov.uk/



Practical help



Export Support Service

Covers:

• exporting to new markets

• paperwork you need to sell your goods abroad

• rules for a specific country where you want to sell 
services

Telephone: 0300 303 8955

Online - www.gov.uk/ask-export-support-team  

No cost
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http://www.gov.uk/ask-export-support-team


Export Academy

Aimed at SMEs
Covers:

• 80 lessons and 190 case studies

• Market comparison tool.

• Export plan creator: made up of 10 key areas for 
building an actionable plan

• Regional masterclasses and B2B networking

Online - https://www.great.gov.uk/export-academy/

No cost
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https://www.great.gov.uk/export-academy/


Access to DBT global network

Live export opportunities

Events and webinars

Trade missions to selected markets

Market insights and export guides 

INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION STRATEGY:
The 2023 strategy update document is available for 
download from: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/international-education-
strategy-2023-update/international-education-strategy-2023-progress-
update

DBT EDUCATION HOMEPAGE:
https://www.great.gov.uk/campaign-site/international-
opportunities-for-uk-education/

https://www.great.gov.uk/export-opportunities/ 

https://www.events.great.gov.uk/ 

EXPORT SUPPORT SERVICE
https://www.gov.uk/ask-export-support-team 

https://www.great.gov.uk/export-academy/ 

DBT UK EXPORT ACADEMY 

MANAGING OVERSES BUSINESS RISK
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/overseas-business-risk 

Horizon scanning

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/international-education-strategy-2023-update/international-education-strategy-2023-progress-update
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/international-education-strategy-2023-update/international-education-strategy-2023-progress-update
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/international-education-strategy-2023-update/international-education-strategy-2023-progress-update
https://www.great.gov.uk/campaign-site/international-opportunities-for-uk-education/
https://www.great.gov.uk/campaign-site/international-opportunities-for-uk-education/
https://www.great.gov.uk/export-opportunities/
https://www.events.great.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/ask-export-support-team
https://www.great.gov.uk/export-academy/
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/overseas-business-risk


Find out about the clients, the country, the region, their issues

Don’t just respond with information about what you do without demonstrating that you’ve at least understood the 
client’s world

MARKET GUIDES: https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/exporting-

country-guides  

UK TRADE IN NUMBERS: https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/uk-trade-

in-numbers/uk-trade-in-numbers-web-version

DBT TRADE AND INVESTMENT FACTSHEETS: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/trade-and-investment-factsheets  

Market insight

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/exporting-country-guides
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/exporting-country-guides
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/uk-trade-in-numbers/uk-trade-in-numbers-web-version
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/uk-trade-in-numbers/uk-trade-in-numbers-web-version
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/trade-and-investment-factsheets


www.ukskillspartnership.org.uk



www.ukskillspartnership.org.uk

• Association of Colleges (AoC)

• Association of Employment and Learning Providers (AELP)
• British Council

• British Education Suppliers Association
• Colleges International Wales
• Colleges Scotland

• Federation of Awarding Bodies (FAB)
• Joint Council for Qualifications (JCQ) 

• Northern Ireland College
• UK Skills Federation (UKSF)
• Universities UK International (UUKi)

• WorldSkillsUK
• Department for Business and Trade’s International Education Team

Members



Let’s connect

great.gov.uk

Jonathan Ledger
Global TVET Specialist
Department for Business & Trade
Email: jonathan.ledger@businessandtrade.gov.uk




